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noticeable than in non-febrile individuals. With the last, however, espe¬ 
cially when the drug is irritant and when the individual possesses a par¬ 
ticular susceptibility of the skin, as in the rabbit, its action may be manifest. 
The effects are more marked and more intense when the painted region is 
protected from the air by an impermeable covering. The use of guaiacol in 
this way represents an original therapeutic measure, Bimple and convenient, 
which may render great service when its indications have been determined 
by a larger number of clinical experiments .—Bulletin yen. de Therapeuliguc, 
1893, 40e liv., p. 339. 

Organotherapy. 

Dr. Max Kahane presents a very scholarly and timely paper upon this 
subject: 1. The use of organic tissues and of their extracts, as well as of 
organic juices for therapeutic purposes, is based upon a rational physiological 
and experimental pathological foundation which warrants further research. 
2. The use of definite glandular extracts for therapeutic purposes and the 
incorporation of the same in the diseased organism, in which the analogous 
glands—that is, their products—are wanting, is based upon the new researches 
concerning the significance of these glands for the organism, and proceeds 
from the correct theory that the missing products can be restored by the 
analogously acting products of another healthy organism. 3. The Brown- 
S6quard injection of testicular juice, as well as the so-called nerve transfusion, 
is by no means based upon a rational foundation; and it is more than likely 
that the real therapeutic results—even if the suggestion, which is sure to be 
present, is taken into account—warrant only the most humble expectations, 
and that their results may be just as slight in cases of organic disease of the 
central nervous system as withnon-organic methods. This is despite the fact 
that there has been ascribed to them a capability transcending such physio¬ 
logical effectivity as is explainable. 4. The investigations of extracts of 
other tissues limit themselves almost exclusively to experiments upon ani¬ 
mals, and we cannot, from the standpoint of their therapeutic value at this 
time, make any definite statement .—Centralblatt fur die guammte Therapie , 
1893, Heft 11, S. 641; Heft 12, S. 705. 

A New Procedure of Metalloscopy with the Aid of a 
Hypnotized Subject. 

Dr. Moricourt states that in hypnotized subjects we may find an exagger¬ 
ation of sensibility during the period of somnambulism which permits them 
to feel, in some minutes, the effect of the metals, and that during the period 
of lethargy the neuro-muscular hyperexcitability permits them to appreciate 
the aptitude, more or les3 great, of the different metals to contract the dif¬ 
ferent muscles of the face, or to contractures of the muscles of the limbs. 
But since all subjects cannot be hypnotized, the new method consists in 
placing a hypnotized person in contact with the one whose idiosyncrasy 
toward metals it is desired to know. A person upon whom metals acted only 
after some hours was placed in contact (hands) with a hypnotized subject, 
and the application of different metals (copper, tin) to the patient was fol¬ 
lowed by a speedy impressionability to metals which has since remained. 
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The patient was neuropathic to a great degree, but her sensitiveness to heat, 
draughts of air, and gastric symptoms disappeared. It is evident, then, that 
a latent aptitude for the metals can be awakened by contact with a hypnotized 
person, and that this person may communicate by contact this impression¬ 
ability.—-Repertoire de Therapeutigue, 1893, No. 11, p. 440. 


The Use of Codeine. 

Da. Vladimir Preininger discusses this drug from the standpoint of 
its being a substitute for morphine. He employs it either in powder form 
with cane-sugar, or in solution with glycerin, distilled water, and syrup. 
The dose is about one-half of a grain. In insomnia not dependent upon pain 
it is not reliable, and should sleep be obtained it is only for one or two 
hours. If the sleep is prevented by pain, codeine will not relieve this 
symptom, as it only mitigates the latter. In tuberculosis with painful cough, 
knife-like pains in chest, in the back, and between the shoulder-blades, 
this drug acts analogously to morphine. This statement is also true for 
chronic bronchitis. As to whether it will not. after continued use. produce 
dyspeptic symptoms, it can only be affirmed that it does not. In some cases 
it apparently relieves these symptoms, and thus confirms Kahler’s statement 
that it has no untoward effect upon the organs of digestion. In acute 
bronchitis in adults, the irritation was diminished and expectoration fol¬ 
lowed without pain. In children the results were unfavorable in two cases 
out of three. In whooping-cough the best result followed in ten apparently 
severe cases. In two cases of neuralgic pains of the lower extremity, hypo¬ 
dermatic iujection was of less effect than morphine. It is yet an open 
question, however, whether after prolonged subcutaneous use a codemism 
could be developed similar to morphinism. It may be possible that .there 
is an antagonism between these drugs, so that, if a codeinism exist, it may 
be restrained by morphine. And in morphinism codeine may be useful, or 
indeed indispensable. So far as the present observations r go, after prolonged 
use, no unpleasant or untoward results have beeq^noted, and since this is 
so it may be of more value than morphine. If, indeed, it is not to be con¬ 
sidered as a substitute for morphine, it is a remedy sui generis. Therapeu- 
tische Monatshefte, 1893, Heft 10, S. 498. 

Dr. Alois Pollak concludes that (1) this drug is by no means an inac¬ 
tive remedy, in that poisonous symptoms have appeared from one-grain doses; 
(2) it is a very serviceable narcotic, but nothing beyond, for it is not a 
remedy for any disease; (3) it is not to be recommended for painful diseases, 
as sciatica, or a phlegmon; (4) no, noteworthy action on the psychic or the 
nervous system has been observed in cases of withdrawal of alcohol, mor¬ 
phine, arsenic—it has been without result, indeed an accustoming to the 
remedy; (5) in inflammation of the female genitalia no result has followed 
its administration, and further investigation must determine whether it is of 
advantage to use it after the severe pain has been relieved by morphine; 
(6) codeine gives good results in most diseases of the organs of respiration, 
certain affections of the alimentary canal, and perhaps in inflammations of 
the urinary passages.— Therapeutische Monaishefle, 1893, Heft 11, S. 545; 
Heft 12, S. 599. 



